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Access for all Access for all is an aspiration term used to describe public access that is
suitable for all members of society in its widest sense.  For example, by
replacing a stile with a kissing gate greatly improves the experience for people
with limited mobility or by providing information in a format which suits an
individual’s particular need. 

BHS British Horse Society. National charity representing needs and interests of horse
riders.  A statutory consultee on DMMOs and PPOs.

Bridleway A public right of way for walkers, users of mobility vehicles and those on
horseback or leading a horse. Cyclists also have a right of way, but must give
way to walkers and horse riders. A bridleway can run along a way where certain
individuals have a right to drive other vehicles, such as a farm access drive.

BVPI 178 Best Value Performance Indicator 178. A national performance indicator used
to measure the ‘ease of use’ of public rights of way.

Byway / Byway Highway with vehicular rights, mainly used by walkers, riders and cyclists.
Open to All
Traffic / BOAT

CLA Country Land and Business Association, organisation safeguarding the interests
of those responsible for land, property and business throughout rural England
and Wales.

CoAg Countryside Agency, now part of Natural England

Conservation Walks Permissive walks/rides provided by landowners under the Environmental
Stewardship Scheme, operated by Defra.

CROW Act Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000

CSS County Surveyors Society, represents local authority chief officers with
responsibility for Strategic Planning, Transportation, the Environment, Waste
Management and Economic Development. 

CTC Cyclists’ Touring Club. National organisation representing the needs of cyclists
and working towards better cycling provision. A statutory consultee on DMMOs
and PPOs.

DDA Disability Discrimination Act 1995/2005

Definitive map The legal record of public rights of way, detailing their position and status.
and statement

Defra Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

DMMO Definitive map modification order modifies or reclassifies PROW’s already
recorded on the definitive map or legally records previously unrecorded public
rights.

Entec Consultancy commissioned to research current and future demand associated
with public rights of way, and to develop methods of assessment for utilisation
by highways authorities.

Footpath A public right of way on foot only, this includes use by people in wheelchairs
and mobility scooters where physical conditions allow.

Footway Surfaced roadside pavement.

GLASS Green Lane Association, national user group dedicated to researching and
protecting the UK's ancient vehicular rights of way and promoting sensible
driving in the countryside.
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Green Lane A descriptive term for a way. Normally used when the way is bounded by
hedges or stone walls and the surface is not, or does not appear to be, metalled
or otherwise surfaced.

Greenway Recreational route open to the public which may not be a public right of way.
Usually available to walkers, cyclists and horse riders. No motor vehicular rights
of access.  Sometimes known as Multi-user routes / trails.

Highway Authority Public body responsible for maintenance of all highways, usually the Local
Authority.

IPROW Institute of Public Rights of Way Management, professional body representing
the interests of individuals involved in the management of public rights of way in
England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland.

LAF Local Access Forum, Statutory body established under the CROW Act 2000 to
provide strategic advice to safeguard the character, and improve access to and
enjoyment of the countryside.  A statutory consultee on the ROWIP.

LDF Local Development Framework, a folder of local development documents that
outlines how planning will be managed in the area.

LEMO Legal event modification order is an event which is used to effect a change on
the definitive map and statement such as diversions, creations, side road orders
but not DMMOs.

List of Streets A record kept by the Highway Authority of all routes in their area which are
publicly maintainable.

Lost Ways The CROW Act 2000 set a deadline of 1st January 2026 to register forgotten
'historic' rights of way on the definitive map. By historic it means those that were
in existence before 1949. The government gave the job of co-ordinating this
work to the Countryside Agency.

LPA Local Planning Authority, usually the District or Borough Council.

LTP Local Transport Plan. Strategic plan covering highways and transport within
Nottinghamshire.

Metalled road A road with a hard surface of bitumen or tar (sometimes known as tarmac
road).  The term is normally used in reference to the publicly maintained ‘road’
network i.e. A, B, C and surfaced unclassified roads.  

Multi-user Recreational route open to the public which may not be a public right of way.
route / trail Usually available to walkers, cyclists and horse riders. No motor vehicular rights

of access. Sometimes known as Greenways. 

Natural England Formed when Countryside Agency, English Nature and Rural Development
Service came together in 2006.

NCC Nottinghamshire County Council

NCN National Cycle Network, a network of safe and attractive routes to cycle,
running throughout the UK.

NERC Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006. 

NFU National Farmers Union. Represents farmers and growers in England and
Wales.

Open Access Land opened as part of the CROW Act 2000, giving a right of access on foot.

OS Ordnance Survey. The national mapping agency of Great Britain.
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P3 Parish Paths Partnership Scheme. National partnership scheme between
Highway Authorities and local parish councils whereby parishes maintain,
enhance and publicise their local rights of way network through funding from
the Highway Authority.

Pedals Local campaigning organisation representing the needs of cyclists and working
towards better cycling provision.

Permissive path Path with no definitive access rights, but made available to the public by the
landowner on a permissive basis.  Type of use may vary dependent upon
permission given. 

PCT Primary Care Trust. NHS local care trust.

Poaching Surface damage due to trampling by cattle, usually found around
supplementary feeders, gates and stiles.

PPO Public path order. The legal process to create, divert or extinguish a footpath or
bridleway.

Private right Private right of access, not a public right of access.  In some circumstances
there maybe a private right for vehicles and public footpath or bridleway rights
on the same line. 

PROW Public Right of Way.

Quiet Lanes Rural routes carrying light levels of vehicular traffic in rural areas that can be
used to link off-road routes.

RA Ramblers Association. National charity working for walkers. A statutory
consultee for DMMOs and PPOs. 

Restricted Byway A new classification of public right of way, replacing RUPPs. Access rights for
walkers, cyclists, horse riders and carriage drivers. No right of access for
mechanically propelled vehicles. 

Rural Payments An executive agency of Defra responsible for making Government payments to
Agency /RPA farmers through the single payment scheme.

RUPP Road Used as a Public Path. A classification still used on the definitive map but
gradually being phased out. Now reclassified by the CROW Act 2000 as
Restricted byway.

Rural Rides Nottinghamshire County Council annual run programme of guided cycle rides.

Side Roads Order A statutory order to close or change junction arrangements between a side road
and a main road, usually as part of a road building or improvement scheme.

SSSI Site of Special Scientific Interest, a statutory conservation designation denoting
a protected area in the United Kingdom

Sustrans A charity working on practical projects to help reduce motor traffic, including
the National Cycle Network and Safe Routes to Schools.

Toll Rides Permissive horse-riding route whereby users pay the landowner a fee in return
for the provision of off road riding opportunities on private land.

TRF Trail Riders Fellowship. National organisation representing trail bike riders.  A
statutory consultee for DMMOs and PPOs.

UCR Unclassified County Road. A road recorded (on the List of Streets) by the
Highway Authority as 'maintainable at public expense', and normally having
vehicular rights.  May also be a definitive public right of way (e.g. Byway).




